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32 Member countries
6 Collaborating countries
40 meuro budget
200 staff



EEA resources – Networks and tools



EEA 2010 FOCUS 
X=GMES/EO relevant

• State of the Environment Report

• Greening the Economy

• Climate Change Adaptation

• Biodiversity

• Shared Environmental Information 
System – SEIS

• Neighbourhood policy

• Eye on Earth

• X – GMES information contributes to 
indicators

• X – GMES CC service 

• X – forest monitoring, land service…

• X – GMES provides and uses data

• X – visualisation



EEA  a natural partner for GMES

• Coordinate in-situ data 

• Deliver elements of GMES services

• Make use of services and federate user requirements;

• Follow and steer GMES implementation and governance 
processes



What are we doing? 
• Developing the capacity of our networks

• EIONET seminar May 2010; country bilaterals; Workin g with ETC’s; Internal management

• GISC - GMES In-Situ Co-ordination 
• 3-year 3meuro FP7 project, started January 2010. To  stimulate open access to  in-situ 

data for operational GMES services.

• Advocacy 
• Possible senior level learning day with ESA, autumn  2010
• Participation in networking events (eg Belgian Presi dency Conference Nov/Dec 2010)

• Exploring SEIS/GMES/INSPIRE synergies

• Developing use cases (eg Marine discussion May/June; work on climate chan ge 
adaptation)

• Working on Land Service management
• Managing the transition to operational service 

• Exploring further applications



APPLICATIONS (1)
AIR QUALITY – AIRWATCH

NRT data

Satellite data

Modelled data

HTML

SMS

KML



APPLICATIONS (2)
CORINE LAND COVER



APPLICATIONS (3)
SOIL SEALING



APPLICATIONS (4) 
URBAN ATLAS



APPLICATIONS (5)
EYE ON EARTH



GMES at a turning point

What does operational service mean?
• Access 
• Interfaces
• Europe – wide
• Low risk, robust, flexible
• Governance to guarantee user responsiveness and quality
• Frameworks to promote user/supplier engagement
• Fits into broader landscape – European and global



CHALLENGES

• Can European institutions deliver a 
• Collaborative
• Service
• Delivery
• Programme

• Business environment challenging
• Spending on EO with European Space industry fell 1997 – 2007
• 70% of EO business in public sector



RESPONSES

• Better integration – internal and external
• Users and providers
• SEIS INSPIRE GMES GEO/GEOSS

• Better access and interfaces
• Promote advocacy and understanding (EURISY-type 

activity) 
• Look for use cases (use the resource)
• Promote full and open access for data
• Exploit EU space policy development



COUNCIL/PARLIAMENT DISCUSSIONS;
ON COURSE FOR A DEAL THIS 
SUMMER

• FROM
• A MECHANISM FOCUSED ON THE SPACE INDUSTRY

• TO
• A MECHANISM FOCUSED ON THE SPACE INDUSTRY IN 

ORDER TO DELIVER USER-DRIVEN SERVICES THAT MESH 
IN WITH OTHER SYSTEMS

• “The Commission shall ensure that…. service specifications 
shall match user needs…establish a transparent mechanism 
for regular user involvement and consultation…”

• User Forum , chaired by the Commission, of public sector 
users


